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Abstract

The project Thotti Mane revives the traditional South Indian courtyard house, adapting its culturally rich design language to contemporary
needs. Rooted in vernacular architecture, Thotti Mane integrates climatic responsiveness, spatial hierarchy, and cultural symbolism while
enhancing livability through modern interventions. This review paper outlines the design rationale, site observations, spatial reinterpretation,
and contextual relevance of the project. It explores how ancestral values embedded in architecture can be celebrated through sustainable,
user-centric design, contributing to identity, memory, and well-being in modern Indian homes.
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Introduction has led to their decline.

Vernacular architecture offers a deep connection between This paper presents the reinterpretation of a deteriorated
people, place, and tradition. Thotti Mane-literally translating ancestral home into a livable space that honors its roots. The
to “house with a courtyard”-is a typology once common in project aims to translate traditional design principles into a
South Indian heritage. These homes, centered around an spatial narrative that suits today’s lifestyle while preserving
open-to-sky courtyard (thotti), facilitated natural ventilation, intangible cultural heritage.

light, and social interaction. However, rapid urbanization

SUB BEAM(TEAK WOOD)
1" THICKHESS

VINTAGE CHANDILIER

OUVERED PAMELS
_DRMER BAY WINDOW
[T] | WITH FOUR PANEL FGOLD

12 COTION MATRESS 5

== I | - 1 O MAIM BEAM ¥ T B “VINTAGE SWORD
) i WASHRODM  AS PER SPECIFICATIO
PHOTO FRAMES — —2o%fy I L =
ATTIC SINGLE BED_ ™ myimL=1= :

WOODEN PANELS—— —— T i .’]I |]H ‘ l'E SACRYARD
I |

WOODEN PILLARS el DOOR

. It | —J—.—.—L—‘, | o
e | = pa L —
QUEENSIZE | | | J— |t !'I' 1 | I

= [F== = Wi = I
O CARCHLARON el 1 4 f

. - WOODEM BEEDING
L= i 4 CANOPY WOODEN BED

FLOOR MAT
HEIGHT O.5"

Ll !

https://researchtrendsjournal.com 16



https://researchtrendsjournal.com/
https://researchtrendsjournal.com/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15731357

International Journal of Trends in Emerging Research and Development

Ik
CANE CEILING LIGHT ——H-]

ALL MOUNTED LAMPY
ITH BRASS ACCENTS _—
SIDE TABLE WITH T

/’rem WO

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

HATCHED ROOF

MAIN BEAM 5"
T wnL

iLLARS

i 3 BLADE FAN

CEILING HUNG WOODEN SWING|

CHAIN
L | WALL MOUNTED PLANT STAND
WOODEN CARVED PAMELS
Bl FOLD TEAK WOODEN WINDO!

DINING TABLE 4 | | h | [ RED OXIDE SKIRTNG
SEATER 1 JERCULAIGNS | CRCULATIO! t
- b= ELLLILE = S ATHANGUDI TILES
J LvL 3' -y J ‘
LA - J !
Background 3. Design Learning: Demonstrates a template for students
The original Thotti Mane was no longer inhabitable due to and professionals to revive lost typologies.
structural decay and disuse. However, its spatial quality- 4. Place Attachment: Reconnects family members to
central courtyard, thick walls, natural materials, and their ancestry through spatial storytelling.
climate-conscious layout-offered a strong foundation. The
project stemmed from a detailed site analysis, personal Literature Study

connection to the space, and a vision to integrate nostalgia
with functionality.

Importance

= Cultural Continuity: Preserves a vernacular design
model often overlooked in contemporary practice.

* Climatic Relevance: Uses passive cooling and
daylighting through the central courtyard.

= Sustainable Practice: Promotes adaptive reuse and
reduction of construction waste.

= Emotional Value: Rekindles family memories and
encourages intergenerational bonding.

Aim

To reimagine a South Indian courtyard house (Thotti Mane)
as a livable, sustainable, and culturally rooted home using
principles of vernacular architecture and modern interior
design solutions.

Materials and Methods

= Site Survey: Visual documentation, measurements,
structural evaluation

=  Design Tools: AutoCAD, SketchUp, Photoshop, and
mood boards.

= Material Palette: Exposed brick, reclaimed wood,
oxide flooring, clay tiles, and cane

=  Zoning Strategy: Public (veranda, living), Semi-public
(courtyard, dining), and Private (bedrooms, utility)

Ethical Considerations

= Respect for traditional spatial flow and religious
orientation

=  Community and family input in the redesign process

=  Preserving culturally sensitive elements like Tulasi
katte, thresholds, and deity alcoves

Benefits

1. Identity Building: Embeds the occupant’s roots in
daily life.

Health & Wellbeing: Natural ventilation and open
spaces reduce stress.

2.
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The project draws inspiration from traditional Indian
architectural texts and contemporary writings on vernacular
sustainability. Influences include the works of Laurie Baker,
Hassan Fathy, and studies on bioclimatic homes.

Critical Considerations

= Balancing aesthetics and function without mimicking
old styles

=  Ensuring privacy in an open-plan layout

= Negotiating between preservation and innovation

= Adapting ancestral symbolism to suit modern
sensibilities

Cultural Significance

Thotti Mane is more than architecture-it’s a living memory.
The project reinstates rituals like drying clothes in the
courtyard, evening chats on the jooli (swing), and natural
light filtering through skylights.

Comparative Design Review

Traditional Thotti Mane vs Reimagined Version:

= Courtyard: For light, ventilation, rituals vs Also acts
as a dining and social hub

=  Material: Stone, mud, timber vs Exposed brick, oxide
flooring, reclaimed wood

= Entry: Multiple entrances vs Defined public-private
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zoning
=  Ornamentation: Hand-carved columns, patterns vs
Minimal detailing with cane and local art

Conclusion

Thotti Mane is a spatial journey that celebrates heritage
while embracing the present. Through this redesign, the
project showcases how architecture can become a vessel for
identity, sustainability, and healing.

References

1. Doshi BV. Paths Uncharted. Ahmedabad: Vastu-Shilpa
Foundation; ¢c2019.

2. Vastu Shilpa Foundation. Designing for Hot Arid Zones
in India. Ahmedabad: Vastu Shilpa Foundation; ¢2005.

3. Sengupta R. Adaptive reuse in Indian vernacular
architecture: Cultural heritage and sustainability.
Journal of South Asian Architecture. 2017;12(2):55-67.

4. Baker L. Laurie Baker: Life, Works and Writings. Goa:
Other India Press; ¢1991.

5. Fathy H. Natural Energy and Vernacular Architecture.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press; c1986.

6. Oliver P, editor. Encyclopedia of Vernacular
Architecture of the World. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press; c1997.

7. Rapoport A. House Form and Culture. Englewood
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall; ¢1969.

Creative Commons (CC) License

This article is an open access article distributed under
the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0) license. This license permits
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are
credited.

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

18


https://researchtrendsjournal.com/
https://researchtrendsjournal.com/

